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Last Month’s  
Minutes . . .      
(March) 
 
Meeting Started: 7:00 pm 
Meeting Adjourned: 8:00 pm 
Members Attended: 30  
Visitors: 0 
 
Old Business:  
 
1) Club President Ben Woofter, stated that he has 
been checking on the perimeter fence periodically 
and that he has not noticed any new damage. 
 
2) Club member James Murphy gave all the 
paperwork / information about the possible PPRCC 
scholarship program to the club prez for review. 
 
New Business: 
 
1) Club Treasurer Frank Tuxworth, discussed the 
club’s finances for the month of February. Frank also 
mentioned that the former magazine “RC Report” 
can now be found on the internet.  
 
2) Club member Greg Banas, talked briefly about 
the Jefco auction that was held this past February. 
 
3) Club member Keith Davis, informed everyone that 
pilot’s fees for the Fort Collins “Warbirds over the 
Rockies” has increased from $25.00 last year to 
$50.00 this year. Spectator fees also went up from 
$5.00 to $7.00 per person. 

4) Club member Gus Gustafson, briefly talked about 
last month’s Denver Air & Space Museum RC event.  
 
5) Club member Romi Lucas, talked about the new 
RC website (It’s not another PPRCC website) that 
he is constructing and welcomed any RC related 
topics. See Romi for more details. 
 

 

Airplane 
Funnies . . .   
Submitted by: A. Goodshot   

“Spike, you just parked your car in front of my 
jet when I was about to land! No way Mike, you 

just landed your jet into my car when I was about 
to park!” 

 

 
Do you have an article, picture or a story 

that you want to share with the club? Get it 
to me by the 15th of the month! 

 
Lkdavis02@msn.com 

 
Keith Davis – PPRCC Newsletter Editor 
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Denver Air & Space  
Museum RC Display  
By Keith Davis 
 
This past February, Denver held its annual RC 
display and once again PPRC club members came 
through and joined in on the fun. There were also 
about 20 other Colorado RC clubs that participated 
in the event. 

“From left to right: Rick, Keith, Greg, Murph and 
Gus.” 

 
Rick brought his Corsair, I brought my Tigercat, 
Greg brought his giant B-17, Murph brought his AT-6 
Texan and Gus displayed his Super Decathlon. All 
of us were asked plenty of questions and got nice 
comments about our planes. And we were all happy 
to talk about our planes to those who would listen!  

“Keith’s Tigercat, Rick’s Corsair and Greg’s B-17 
in the background.” 

 
Check out the club website to see plenty more 

pictures of the Denver RC event. 
 
 

 

“Gus’ Decathlon, Murph’s Texan and Greg’s B-17 
in the background.”  

 

“Kevin showed up a little later with his E-Flite 
Micro Blade helicopter.” 

 

“Greg’s 139” ws B-17 Flying Fortress. The only 
planes there bigger than his were the real ones!” 
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Show &   
Tell – Part I 
 

“Frank Tuxworth explains the various types of 
sewing cutters that can be used to cut 

monokote, wood and even fiberglass cloth.” 

“Daryl Lloyd displays his highly detailed World 
Models Giant Scale Zero.” 

 

 

Yes, it’s an AMA 
Requirement 
By Keith Davis 
 
Last month, Larry wrote an excellent article 
explaining why you should have your name and 
address printed somewhere on your airplane. 
 
Well, according to the AMA General Rule #6, it is a 
requirement. If you want AMA insurance to cover 
you if you damage property or injure someone, your 
airplane must have your name and address OR your 
AMA number somewhere in, or on the plane.   

AMA General Rule #6: “I will not fly my model 
aircraft unless it is identified with my name and 
address, or AMA number, inside or affixed to the 
outside of the model aircraft. This does not apply 
to model aircraft flown indoors.” 
 
I also read in a few other club newsletters that as of 
January 2010, no matter what, AMA will no longer 
provide Comprehensive General Liability coverage 
in the event that your plane (jets and helicopters 
too!) is involved in an incident and it was determined 
that your plane was not properly labeled.  
 
An easy fix to attaching your name and address to 
your airplane is to use mailing labels. I get plenty of 
those from junk mail and they are easy to stick 
anywhere or replace, so that’s what I do. 
 
Another issue that recently came up was that you 
cannot fly your airplane higher than 400 feet above 
ground level (AGL). This is the 2009 AMA rule: 
 
AMA General Rule #5: “I will not fly my model 
airplane higher than approximately 400 feet 
above ground level, when within three (3) miles 
of an airport without notifying the airport 
operator .” I will yield the right-of-way and . . .  
 
Meadow Lake airport is four (4) miles from our flying 
field, so we’re safe where we fly. 
 
The complete set of AMA General and Safety rules 
can be found on the internet. So if you have any 
questions, check them out! 
 

 

Show & 
Tell – Part II 
 

“David Storey is working on his Newbee 
airplane, complete with a pilot.” 
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Show & 
Tell – Part III 
 
Ben Woofter with his Pheaton 90 . . . 

“Before” 
 

“After” 
 
Romi Lucas came in with a pair of his planes . . . 

“The Terror (left) and the Area 51 (right)” 
 
Rommi had a full-page article about the Terror in last 
month’s newsletter. Hopefully in the near future, he 
will have a full-page article about his Area 51. 
 

 

 

Vintage WWII 
Training Cards  
By Keith Davis 
 
For all those senior club members out there, you 
may remember using these pilot training cards back 
in the day. So I thought it would be nice to show it to 
some of the junior members in the club. Pretty neat! 
 
I just hope that we don’t have to practice these 
maneuvers around our own airfield! 
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All About 
Commercial Birds 
By Keith Davis 
 
It’s been in service for a few years now, but unless 
you fly out of a New York or a Los Angeles airport, 
you won’t see it flying out of Denver. 

“Airbus A-380. Notice the size of the cars below” 
 
The French-built Airbus A-380 is currently the 
world’s largest passenger jet in service. But JFK and 
LAX airports had to make extensive modifications to 
support this giant, such as larger passenger ramps, 
wider taxiways and improved ground support 
equipment. 
 
The FAA had to make a few changes too. Small 
aircraft in flight behind the Airbus must now stay a 
minimum of 10nm back because of wake turbulence 
and the A-380 must use “Super” as part of its 
callsign when talking to ATC. 

“A-380 Cockpit. Notice the pilot’s and co-pilot’s 
joysticks off to the sides?”  

 
In 2007, Singapore Airlines was the first to buy the 
A-380 and get it into commercial service. They were 

followed by Qantas and Emirates Airlines in 2008 
and Air France in 2009. 
 
Besides being able to carry nearly 830 passengers 
in an all economy configuration, some of the vast 
improvements over the B-747 (The plane that the A-
380 was competing against), it is 50% quieter, has 
33% more passenger seats, 30% more overhead bin 
space and larger passenger windows. 

“Airbus A-380 on display” 
 
Airbus is currently working on a cargo version of the 
A-380, which is capable of carrying more weight 
than the Lockheed C-5 Galaxy and only second to 
the Russian An-225 Mriya. 
 
Did You Know? The A-380 was designed to use 
runways that the B-747 can use. This is possible 
because the specialized landing gear is designed to 
distribute the weight over a large area.  
 

 

So, What is 
this Airplane? 
By Keith Davis 

 
CLUE #1: This plane was one of the first U.S. 
medium bombers available at the outbreak of WWII.  
 
CLUE #2:  This plane was one of three other 
candidates to be tested for the April 1942 Tokyo 
raid. But after flight trials, it was determined that with 
its large wingspan of 92 feet, it was too wide to be 
used on an aircraft carrier. 
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Accidents  
Will  Happen   
By Greg Moore 
 
We (model fliers in general) recently dodged a big 
bullet. At a jet event (thankfully it was a blunt-nosed 
jet, and not a 20+ inch, multi-bladed carbon-fiber 
buzz saw-nosed gasser) a rather “battle weary” 
plane turned in hard aiming at the pilot with a good 
rate of speed, and then just before another hard pull 
could put it put it on the correct side of the dead-line 
(which was thankfully the outside edge of the 70 foot 
wide runway) ... everything went to hell (you will 
have noticed my non-genteel language). 
 
The plane either fluttered or had something else go 
horribly wrong and it hit at what seemed to be full 
throttle most of the way toward the inside edge of 
the runway, angled toward the pilots and pits. It then 
broke into several large and many small pieces and 
had one of the two largest pieces strike it’s pilots 
caller dead-center in the chest (knocking him from 
his wheelchair) and the other large piece hit the 
caller next to him in the upper shoulder.  
 
I was calling for the pilot in the next position and only 
had the time to say: “Watch out!” as it hit, before 
turning my back and taking one step away as we got 
peppered with small debris. Not a heck of a lot of 
good I did huh? Oh by the way, the above all took 
place in less than one second ….  
 
Fortunately the other two pilots were okay and their 
airplanes landed safely without the potential crash 
and in this case, probable burn of an un-guided 
missile, and both of the injured seemed to be okay, 
though only time will tell. 
 
Why am I relating the above incident? I’m glad you 
asked! How often have we been at a fly-in, War 
Birds event (in my experience, some big time 
offenders!) jet events or any other “open flying” style 
events where someone has decided to pull the 
airplane in tight toward himself (and everyone else 
on the flight line) and do a fast, low screaming pass 
(yes it can be cool hearing the air flow over the 
airplane) and have the wing tip only a few feet away 
from everyone? And no, that was not a rhetorical 
question. 
 
How often have we thought about the possibility of 
what I related above happening? What can we learn 
from the intentional vagueness of the above 
statements? A two-pound foamy edf probably has a 
greater potential of coming apart than a larger 
airplane given normal wear and tear, and getting hit 
by a battery or fan could be just as catastrophic as a 

larger piece of airplane, so no single category of 
plane (or helicopter) is immune. 
 
First:  The danger of a tight pull at our own head 
(and the rest of the pilots and pits) cannot be 
overemphasized. If the USAF Thunderbirds lead-
pilot can fly a four-ship formation into the desert do 
to the failure of a 25-cent part, what about our 
models, which do not receive the same degree of 
maintenance? Fast and low passes are part of 
flying, let’s just use our heads and line up further out 
so that the aircraft is never pointed at the pilots or 
pits. 
 
Second:  If this had been a big gasser with a large 
carbon fiber prop on the front, we might well have 
had several fatalities … and we all have pilots that 
fly the way described above with this kind of airplane 
in our home clubs. 
 
Third:  When was the last time you REALLY 
checked out your airplane? You know, pulling (hard) 
on the hinges, holding the servos against transmitter 
inputs, attempting to flex the wings, stabs and fin or 
trying to wiggle the firewall?  
 
Forth:  Does your club have an emergency plan in 
place, and does the local EMS know who, what and 
where you are? (The Fire Department and 
Paramedics were on site in less than 10 minutes at 
the above event; so some very good pre-planning 
was evident.) 
 
Fifth:  Has this made you think? Is it something 
worth sharing with your clubs and CD’s? Is it 
something to keep in the back of your mind while 
you are at the field? 
 
Finally:  Keep your head on a swivel and your brain 
working, make sure your pride and joy has had good 
maintenance and enjoy our great hobby, safely, as 
the seasons morph into flying time! 

 
 

“WARNING” 
 

“It has been 
determined that 
getting hit by a 

plane, or any of its 
parts and pieces, 

not only hurts, but 
it can be 

hazardous to your 
health!” 

 
“WARNING” 
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Field Maintenance  
and Clean-up Day 
By Club Prez Ben Woofter 
 
With the club’s warbird event coming up in June and 
the Scale Fly-In, in July, the EC members decided 
that it was time to have a field maintenance day. 
 
On Saturday, May 15th 2010, from 9 a.m. to around 
noon, there will be a club maintenance / clean-up 
day. And everyone knows for those few hours that it 
takes to work on the field, there will be no flying. (For 
obvious safety reasons!)  
 
So bring your work gloves, rakes and shovels. We 
have poles and barriers to repair, a few potholes to 
fill and the shed to clean out. But don’t worry, no 
more hot asphalt to deal with on the runways like we 
have done in the past! Hope to see you there! 
 

 

Vintage Model  
Airplane News  
By Keith Davis 
 
As I was browsing the web looking for airplane 
articles, I found this. The magazine is dated October 
1952 for only 35 cents. The cover is about the latest 
control-lined B-25 Mitchell bomber. I didn’t know that 
the Model Airplane News magazine has been 
around for that long. Nice looking plane too! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Model Airplane News for only 35 cents” 
 

 

 
 

Thanks to the RC Hobby stores listed above for 
supporting our upcoming PPRCC Warbird event! 
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  Upcoming Events:  
 

· Apr 13 th 2010 (Tue) – PPRCC meeting 
 

· May 4 th 2010 (Tue) – Aircraft Restoration Hanger near Spri ngs Aprt   
 

· May 15 th 2010 (Sat) – Field Maintenance / Clean-up Day 
 

· May 21st 22nd 23rd 2010 (Fri-Sat-Sun) – Fort Collins Jet Rally 
 

· Jun 11 th 12th 13th 2010 (Fri-Sat-Sun) – Jefco’s Warbirds over Denver 
 

· Jun 19 th 20th 2010 (Sat-Sun) – PPRCC’s Warbirds over Pikes Peak 
 

· Jul 17 th 2010 (Sun) – PPRCC’s Scale Fly-In 
 

· Aug 15 th 2010 (Sun) – PPRCC Family Day / Swap Meet 
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